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Reduction  of  The Number  of  Milk  Producers  

ÅFrom 1993 to 2012 ς 20 years (1/2 working career) 
ÅDenmark from 15,100 to 3,800 ς 75 % 
ÅFinland from 33,700 to 10,400 ς 70 % 
ÅNorway from 26,300 to 10,600 ς 60 % 
ÅSweden from 18,300 to 5,200 ς 72 % 
ÅIceland from 1,388 to 662 ς 52 % 

 
ÅAll Nordic countries from 97,500 to 30,700 ς 68 % 
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The Number  of  Dairy Cows  



Reduction  of  The Number  of  Dairy Cows  

ÅFrom 1993 to 2012 ς 20 years (1/2 working career) 
ÅDenmark from 717,000 to 579,000 ς 20 % 
ÅFinland from 413,000 to 280,000 ς 32 % 
ÅNorway from 344,000 to 239,000 ς 31 % 
ÅSweden from 490,000 to 346,000 ς 30 % 
ÅIceland from 30,000 to 26,000 ς 13 % 

 
ÅAll Nordic countries from 1,990,000  

Å  to 1,470,000 ς 26 % 
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Herd Size  in The Nordic Countries  

NKVet Symposium, Reykjavik 
13th May 2013 

6 



Increased  Milk  Production per Cow-Year  



Increased  Milk  Production per Cow - Year  

ÅFrom 1993 to 2012 ς 20 years (1/2 working career) 
ÅDenmark from 6,891 to 9,284 ς 26 % 
ÅFinland from 6,707 to 9,066 ς 26 % 
ÅNorway from 6,313 to 7,367 ς 14 % 
ÅSweden from 7,740 to 9,480 ς 18 % 
ÅIceland from 4,244 to 5,501 ς 23 % 

 
ÅAll Nordic countries from 6,379 to 8,115 ς 21 % 
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Total Milk  Production in The Countries  
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The Total Milk  Production in million liters  

ÅFrom 1993 to 2012 ς 20 years (1/2 working career) 
ÅDenmark from 4,450 to 4,929 ς +10 % 
ÅFinland from 2,264 to 2,190 ς - 3 % 
ÅNorway from 1,780 to 1,434 ς - 19 % 
ÅSweden from 3,287 to 2,862 ς -13 % 
ÅIceland from 100 to 124 ς + 24 % 

 
ÅAll Nordic countries from 11,881  

Å  to 11,540 ς - 3 % 
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Proportion  of  Milk  Producers having  AMS 

ÅDenmark ς 22 % 

ÅSweden ς 22 % 

ÅIceland ς 17 % 

ÅNorway ς 12 % 

ÅFinland ς 7 % 

 

ÅAll Nordic countries 3,800 to 4,000 out of 30,800 

Å 12 to 13 %  



Boxes  of AMS i Nordic Countries  in 2012  
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How Much  Milk  in Produced  via AMS?  

Å Figures  from Norway 2011:  
 

Å 35 % of  all stalls are  free - stalls ( increasing  due to 
animal welfare  regulation  ï new  tie - stalls are  forbidden  
since  2004)  
 

Å 50 % of  cows  are  in free - stalls  
 

Å 40 % of  free - stalls have an AMS  
 

Å 50 % of  the  cows  in free - stalls are  milked  with  AMS  
 

Å Means  that  25 % ( soon  33 %) of  all cows  are  milked  
with  AMS  
 
 
 



The Driving Force for This Development  

Å In Norway at least :  
 

Å Pressure  on  Animal Welfare  ( new  regulations )  
Å Example : Soft bedding mandatory  from 2006  
Å New tie - stalls forbidden  from 2004  
Å All cows  in free - stalls from 2024 (eventually2034)  
Å All cows  at least  8 weeks  on  pasture  from 2013 ( moved  

to 2014)  
 

Å New building  are  costly   
Å Labor  is expensive  
Å Costs  are  oil - driven  

 
Å Quota  for sales from 2002  



BUILDING COSTS (44 barns)  

Næss, 2011) 



305 days accumulated milk yield 

Free-stalls Tie-stalls 
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Cost  example  

Å Building cost are cheaper per barn up to 1000 m 2  

 

Å 1000 m 2 compares to appr . 50 dairy cows, means 
cheaper stalls for barns > 50 cows  

Å In Norway hard to find roughage to > 100 cows 
(transportation costs)  

Å With AMS you save 300,000 NOK in building costs  

Å If you save one man - power each years it means 500 -
600,000 NOK yearly  

Å Cost of one AMS appr . 1,000,000 NOK  

Å Increased milk production by 360 kg milk. With 60 
cows this means 21,600 kg at NOK 2.80 = 60,500 
NOK  

 



The Importance  of  The Free -Stall Construction  

NKVet Symposium, Reykjavik 
13th May 2013 

19 



The Free -Stall  

Å Critical meassures  for cleanlyness  in stalls, cows , milk  
quality  and cell  count  

 



AMS (3,955 lactations )  

Å AMS increases 305 days milk yield by 360 kg  

 

Å BUT,  

Å Not  

Å in 1 st  parity!!  


